Personal Newsletter from Roger Jones
– September 2014

Dear Friends
It’s a long time since our last newsletter, and a lot has happened. 2014 has been
very busy, with five music weeks and many evenings, days and weekends leading
worship and musicals, as well as a lot of preaching. Some ask me when I’m
planning to retire – well, the answer is NOT YET! I’m planning on going forward
with whatever the Lord gives.
Archbishop Rowan Williams recently said: “Mission is finding out what God is
doing and then joining in.” This ties in nicely with Jesus words: “Very truly I tell
you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father
doing” (John 5:19). That’s what we’re aiming to do, so please pray for us!
WORSHIP WORKS is a major resource in our ministry, and we have already led a
number of days and weekends based around the book. I’m really excited about
this, and look to do many more in the future. The rest of this year and into 2015
we have many such events, and are open to further invitations.
One really important WORSHIP WORKS weekend is 20-22 March 2015, at Scargill
House, North Yorkshire. This will be a residential weekend in a wonderful venue.
My updated ROGER JONES HYMN COLLECTION is now available, and I’m amazed
that there are now 60 items. Volume 3 of the CD (the 20 “new” ones) is also on
sale, and we are so delighted with this album.
The new and expanded edition of my ROGER JONES CHRISTMAS COLLECTION is
soon to be released, so do look out for news. Hopefully it will be ready before the
end of September, so in plenty of time to help you with your Christmas services.
APOSTLE has been a real blessing this year. It’s been the main musical for four of
our music weeks and we have also had many evenings, days and weekends using
it. I wrote this work in 1976, and despite several reprints it was a bit under-used.
We have added new material, and there is a terrific recording featuring Devon
Brown, Bill Carpenter, Simon Gudger and many others.
You may have heard that I am writing another musical. I really wondered if there
would be another one, but we feel very led to the story of BARNABAS (mainly
Acts 13 – Saul and Barnabas in Cyprus) and it is slowly appearing. We will hold
auditions in November 2014, for a release in the autumn of 2015, so if you know
of suitable singers and instrumentalists do encourage them to get in touch with
us. We are looking not just for folk for the recording, but to build up a pool of
singers and instrumentalists for subsequent launches. We also want to hear from
those who would like to arrange a performance in their area.
On the same theme of the new musical, Alison Fuggle is writing BARNABAS THE
ENCOURAGER, a novel that will be published prior to the musical. It’s shaping up
well and I’m sure we will all enjoy another aspect of Alison’s remarkable gift with
words.

Graham Allan is still working on my biography. MUSICAL MAN is at last nearing
completion, and should be published sometime in the New Year. If you do have
any comments, anecdotes, funny stories, testimonies, etc, about me or the
ministry, Graham would still like to hear! (Please send via CMM office.)
2014 is a milestone year. Easter marked my 30 years in full-time Christian music
ministry. In September will Annie have been with us for 20 years, and it is now 10
years since Helen started working with us. We do give thanks to God for his
faithfulness, and I am so blessed in having such colleagues.
One of the most vital aspects of all these years is how the Lord has provided
financially, through the gifts of his people. We still totally rely on this for
support, and there really is a need for financial gifts to the EBRG Trust if we are
to continue. Please ask for further details or go to:
http://www.cmm.org.uk/downloads/ministry/cmmsupport.pdf
Annie’s ministry is exemplified in the work of the CMM CHOIR. They have just
completed a series of superb productions of APOSTLE, and will soon start work on
ANGEL VOICES, amazingly complimented by Sylvia Whalley’s faithful leading of
the West Birmingham section. New members are very welcome:
Monday evenings at Harborne Baptist Church - 1945
Tuesday evenings at Christ Church, Ward End - 1945
One of Helen’s many gifts is to work on our internet presence, with Facebook,
Twitter and Blog, and recently she has created and launched the CMM YOUTUBE
CHANNEL, showing video interviews and extracts from many of our productions.
Search for Christian Music Ministries on Youtube, or:
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZHXtN_RHzHsooGjzwVzQQg
The brochure 2014-15 CMM NEWS + EVENTS is available. This shows further
details of forthcoming activities and our Diary to the end of 2015. Ask for a hard
copy, or go to:
http://www.cmm.org.uk/downloads/events/courses-events.pdf
Our family life is a real joy, and Mary and I are so grateful to be able to spend so
much time with our grandchildren Michael, Bethany, Molly and Henry. I have
never taken so many photos and videos, and some of you will know that really is
saying something! Tim and Emma, Andrew and Gemma, and Karl and Sally are all
very well. Tim runs CMM Sales so we see him most days. Andrew does our
amazing book and CD covers, and Sally recently led a dance workshop at Lee
Abbey, helped by Molly!
Mary and I, and the rest of us at CMM, really do value all our friends and
supporters. Those on email will continue to receive our regular updates, but we
do not want to neglect those not on the internet. So, if you would like to receive
copies via ‘snail mail’ please let me know.
We are in interesting and in many ways perilous times. Never has the good news
of Jesus been so relevant and urgent. May the Lord bless us all as we share in his
ministry!
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