
Which Musical? 
 
A Grain of Mustard Seed  (1979, revised  2006) 
The story of Robert Raikes, pioneer of Sunday Schools.  10 songs 
with narration - 45 minutes 
 
Newspaper publisher Raikes is shocked to see hordes of unruly 
children roaming the streets of Gloucester, seemingly uneducated 
and unmotivated.  “Can nothing be done?” he cries out, and senses 
the Lord answering “Try”.  He starts on an adventure of faith that 
changes not only the city, but has an impact throughout the world.  
 
 

 
 
 
Angel Voices  (1993) 
Based on themes from the book of Revelation.  17 songs with 
narration – 65 minutes 
 
A worship musical, seen through the eyes of St John the Divine, 
exiled on the island of Patmos: his visions of heaven, Satan’s 
downfall, the Lamb of God on the throne, the letters to the churches, 
and the new Jerusalem. 
 
 

 
Apostle  (1982, revised 2013)  
 
The exciting story of the conversion of St Paul on the road to 
Damascus (Acts chapter 9).  10 songs with narration – 40 minutes 
(plus optional song with music by Roger Jones and lyrics by 
Timothy Dudley-Smith) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Away in a Manger  (1989, revised 2003) 
The nativity story.  9 songs with narration – 20 minutes 
 
Written originally for infant children, this musical is enjoyable for all 
ages.   
 
 
  



Barnabas  (2015) 
 
The Son of Encouragement.  13 songs with narration – 60 minutes 
The exciting story of Barnabas the encourager, as he and Saul visit 
Cyprus on the first part of their missionary journey.  Travelling 
across the island, they share the good news of Jesus with both Jews 
and Gentiles, culminating in a dramatic encounter with the Roman 
Proconsul and a Jewish sorcerer.   
 
 
 

 
David (1976, revised 2004) 
From shepherd-boy to King of Israel.  10 songs with narration – 40 
minutes (plus optional setting of ‘Hail to the Lord’s anointed – great 
David’s greater Son’) 
 
The story of Israel’s greatest leader, including his dramatic 
confrontation with the Philistine giant Goliath.   
 
 
 
 

From Pharaoh to Freedom  (1985, revised 2011) 
The story of the Passover, in the Old and New Testaments.  10 
songs with narration – 50 minutes 
 
This musical demonstrates the vital relationship between the Jewish 
Passover festival and the Christian celebration of Holy Communion.  
The story follows Moses, who encounters God ‘face to face’ in the 
burning bush, then pleads with Pharaoh to ‘let my people go’.  The 
action then moves into the New Testament, where Jesus and his 
disciples are eating their Last Supper together.  Jesus’ ultimate 
sacrifice follows, and in the words of St Paul, “Christ our Passover 
Lamb has been sacrificed for us.  So let us celebrate!”   

 
 
 
Greater than Gold  (1983) 
The story of Welsh girl Mary Jones and her Bible.  10 songs with 
narration – 45 minutes. 
 
Mary worked for many years earning enough money for a Bible in 
her own language – and then walked 28 miles across the mountains 
to buy it. 
 
  



Jail Break  (2005) 
Paul in Philippi (Acts 16).  14 songs with narration – 65 minutes. 
 
Paul and Silas arrive in Philippi in response to a man of Macedonia 
calling for help. They meet Lydia, a local businesswoman, and then a 
fortune-telling slave girl. Both women become believers, but the 
slave girl’s owners have now lost their means of making money; they 
have Paul and Silas arrested, beaten, and thrown into jail. Around 
midnight, they are singing hymns to God. Suddenly an earthquake 
rocks the jail, springing open all the doors and chains – but rather 
than escape, Paul & Silas lead the jailer and his family to faith in 
Jesus.  

 
Jairus’ Daughter  (1992) 
Two healing miracles of Jesus.  10 songs with narration – 45 
minutes 
 
Written for the centenary of the Girls’ Brigade.  A woman who has 
been ill for twelve years reaches out and touches the hem of 
Jesus’ robe as he hurries to Jairus’ house, where his 12-year old 
daughter is critically ill.  For all who encounter Jesus that day, “He 
turned my weeping into dancing for joy …” 
 
 
 

 
Jerusalem Joy  (1975, revised 2014) 
From Palm Sunday to Easter day.  12 songs with narration – 35 
minutes (plus optional Easter hymn with music by Roger Jones and 
words by Chris Ellis, ‘Christ is alive’) 
 
Jesus sets his face to go into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey.  We 
follow Jesus at the Last Supper, through his arrest and trials, 
Peter’s denial, and the crucifixion.  “He’s not here, for he has risen!” 
the angels announce, and the travellers on the road to Emmaus 
find their hearts burning within them as their mystery companion 
on the way opens the Scriptures to them. 
 

 
 
Mary Magdalene  (1990) 
A woman saved, healed and delivered by Jesus.  12 songs with 
narration – 50 minutes 
 
The moving story of one woman’s search for a new kind of love – a 
new relationship.  From the wrath of her accusers and the 
impending stoning, Mary goes on to discover a oneness with Jesus 
which will take her to the foot of the cross, and then the garden 
tomb. 
 



Pharisee  (1996) 
The story of Nicodemus.  18 songs with narration – 55 minutes 
 
Nicodemus, a devout Jewish leader, comes to Jesus secretly at 
night and is told, “You must be born again.”  The musical follows 
the journey of discovery made by Nicodemus and his household, 
from the baptism of Jesus to the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ROCK  (2008) 
The story of Simon Peter.  16 songs with narration - 60 minutes 
 
Starting in Caesarea at the house of Cornelius in Acts chapter 10, 
the story unfolds in flashback.  We see Peter called away from his 
fishing nets, his years on the road alongside Jesus and the 
disciples, his triumphs (“You are Messiah, the Son of the living 
God!”) and his failures (“I tell you, I don’t know him!”).  Jesus 
calls Peter ‘the Rock’ – but as the musical progresses, we see that 
only in Jesus, and filled with his Spirit, is Peter – and are we – on 
solid ground. 
 

 
Saints Alive!  (1982) 
The birth of the church on the day of Pentecost (Acts 1 & 2).  10 
songs with narration – 45 minutes 
 
The Pentecost account is one of the most thrilling in the Bible – and 
one of the most relevant to life today as a Christian.  The dramatic 
change that took place in the apostles – from frightened and 
hopeless men into people who turned the world upside down – is 
something to sing about! 
 
 

Simeon  (1997) 
The traditional Christmas story re-told through Simeon’s eyes.  10 
songs with narration – 45 minutes 
 
“Moved by the Spirit he went into the temple courts.  When the 
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom 
of the law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God 
…” (Luke 2:27-28)   Includes 3 canticle settings - the Nunc 
Dimittis, Magnificat and Gloria. 



Snakes and Ladders  (1999) 
“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up …” (John 3:14)  17 songs with narration – 75 
minutes 
 
This musical follows the ups and downs of God’s people through 
history – slithering down in sin and disobedience, and being lifted 
through God’s grace.  Starting in the Garden of Eden, where the 
serpent lurks, the story unfolds right through to the death and 
resurrection of Christ – the only ladder by which we can reach the 

end of the game. 
 
Stargazers  (1976) 
The story of the wise men.  11 songs with narration – 25 minutes 
 
Written originally for schoolchildren, ‘Stargazers’ appeals to all ages, 
following the eastern sages as they mistakenly look for Jesus in 
Herod’s palace in Jerusalem, then find their way to Bethlehem with 
their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 
 

 
The INN Crowd  (2007) 
“She wrapped him in strips of cloth and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.”  (Luke 2:6-7)  11 
songs with narration – 40 minutes 
 
Come and join the inn crowd – and hear the traditional nativity story 
through the eyes of the Bethlehem innkeeper and his wife.  A 
pleasing mixture of panto and heart-felt worship, this musical is a 
lovely way to share the Christmas story and message with an 
audience. 
 

 
 
Two Sisters and a Funeral  (2011) 
The story of Lazarus, and the death and resurrection of Jesus.  15 
songs with narration – 55 minutes 
 
The exciting story of a family transformed by the resurrection power 
of Jesus.  “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died …”  Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  
Do you believe this?” (John 11:21-26) 
 



While Shepherds Watched  (1987) 

The shepherds and the birth of Christ.  10 songs with narration – 
45 minutes 
A family of shepherds on the hills outside Bethlehem have a vision 
of heavenly activity – angels praising God – and for a while are 
caught up in it.  There is news about a Saviour.  Is it all too good to 
be true?  They overcome their doubts and go to see for themselves. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wildfire  (2002) 
The story of Stephen (Acts 6 & 7)  13 songs with narration – 60 minutes 
 
Stephen is the first of Jesus’ followers to die for his faith.  Starting on 
the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit came with tongues of fire, we 
follow Stephen’s ministry of service in the earth church, his defence of 
the truth before the religious leaders of his day, and his violent death by 
stoning, where he dies with forgiveness on his lips, as Jesus did.  From 
this point in history, the Gospel spreads like wildfire throughout the 
known world. 
 


